
 
  
 

 

West Side Wine Club 
December 2008 

 

2008 Calendar  
January 16 th     
Plan for the year 
 
February 20 th  
Wine Faults and Flaws 
 
March 19 th 

Bordeaux tasting 
 
April 16 th 

Other Reds tasting 
 
May 8 th 

Barney Watson at Chemeketa  
May 10 th 

Chemeketa Tour 
May 21st 

Rick Mafit of Mystic Wines 
 
June 18 th 

Michael Brown from  
Sokol Blosser  
 
July 13 th 

Sokol Blosser Tour 
July 20 th 

WSWC Annual Picnic! 
 
August 20 th 

Steve Anderson and  
Other Whites 
 
September 19 th 

Awards Gala! 
 
October 15 th 
Pinot Noir tasting 
 
November 19 th 
Pinot Gris / Viognier 
 
December  
Informal gathering? 
 
January 21 st 2009  
Planning meeting  
January 24th 
Holiday party at PWS 

 

----No meeting at Oak Knoll in December---- 
 

Next Meeting: January 21 st, 2008 at 7 p.m. 
Place:   Oak Knoll Winery 
Subject:  Planning Meeting 
Snacks:  Mindy and Craig Bush 
Website:   http://www.westsidewineclub.com/ 
Message Board:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Westsidewineclub/ 

 
Holiday Party Saturday January 24 th ! 

 
The Holiday Party will be an evening potluck at Portland Wine Storage. Don Robinson, 
Mindy Bush, Dana Blizzard and Elissa Fenske are organizing it now, and an email will 
be sent out with details.  

 
November Meeting Notes 

 
President Don Robinson opened the meeting and elections were held. 2009 WSWC 
officers were voted in by popular acclaim, and you can meet them on page two of this 
newsletter.  
Positions are still open for: 
Monthly snack volunteers! 
Chair of Group Purchases for Chandler Reach Vineyard  
Chairs for Social Events- Summer picnic, Awards Gala and Holiday Party 
 
Craig Bush led the Viognier and Pinot Gris tasting. We sampled and discussed fourteen 
wines, most of them Pinot Gris. While there were several issues we were able to 
identify, we were also introduced to new ideas about making wine from white grapes. 
Remember, bring your wine even if you think it has problems, and your fellow 
winemakers will be glad to talk it over with you.  A delicious array of snacks was 
provided by Jon Kahrs and Don Robinson. 
 
Bill Spiller told us about a new bottle-filling device he discovered from Buon Vino. It fills 
six bottles per minute as a one-person operation. More information can be found by 
scrolling to the bottom of the page at northernbrewer.com/wine-bottling.html. 
 
Craig Bush will check with the membership to see if they would like to get together 
informally this month to discuss 2008 crush. Look for an email soon with more 
information.  
 

Membership Fees Due 
 

Dues are $15 single, $25 couple. Please bring a check to the next gathering, contact 
Treasurer Bill Spiller at bill@nationalrentacomputer.com to send a check, or pay via 
PayPal to bill@nationalrentacomputer.com. 
 
The yearly waiver will also need to be signed. Please print out the 2009 waiver form 
from our website at http://www.westsidewineclub.com/current.html and bring it with your 
check. 
 
Membership gives you a chance to meet regularly with other winemakers to taste and 
judge our wines. You get an opportunity to hear speakers, take tours and attend social 
events with fellow winemakers. Membership includes access to group grape purchases, 
emails about equipment and grapes for sale, and advice on the club message board.  
 



 
                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     
                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
President:  Dana Blizzard  
danablizzard@comcast.net 
 
Contact Dana with questions or ideas 
about the club. She is in charge. 
 
 
 
 
 
Treasurer:  Bill Spiller  
nrac@msn.com  
 
Bill will collect your membership checks 
and waivers, and make sure the bills are 
paid. 
 
 
 
Secretary:  Elissa Fenske  
elissafenske@hotmail.com  
 
Send Elissa anything you would like 
in the newsletter, and give her your 
name tags.  
 
 
 
Chairperson of Education:  Jon Kahrs  

jekahrs@aol.com 
 
Do you have a contact with an 
interesting speaker?  Let Jon know  
about it.  
 
 
 
 
Chair for Tastings and Group 
Purchases at Del Rio Vineyard:   
Craig Bush pnoir1@verizon.net  
 
If you have an idea for the tastings or 
would like to assist with them, please 
contact Craig. 
 
 
 
Chairs of Winery Tours:  Mike Smolak  
SmolakM@DimensionResources.com  

 
What kind of tours would you like to see 
in 2009? Please contact Mike with your 

ideas. 
 

 

Meet the West Side Wine Club  
2009 Leadership Team!  

Newport's Seafood & Wine 
Festival Amateur Wine 
Competition  
 
January 23, 2009 is the deadline 
to drop off amateur wine entries 
at F.H. Steinbart, 234 SE 12th 
St. in Portland or Homebrew 
Heaven, 1292 12th St. SE in 
Salem.  
One bottle of wine and a $5.00 
fee per entry. Limit two entries 
per winemaker. Make checks 
payable to the Greater Newport 
Chamber of Commerce. Entry 
forms and more information at 
http://www.newportchamber.org/
seafood_wine.htm 
 
The Festival will be held 
February 20, 21 & 22, 2009 

 
 
Mindy Bush wins the Bronze 
Award from Winemaker 
Magazine 2008 Label Contest ! 
 
In addition to her and her 
husband’s 20-year hobby of 
home winemaking, Mindy is also 
an artist. This Pinot Noir label is 
one of her original oil paintings 
from 2005. winemakermag.com  
 

Web Content Editor: 
Rick Kipper 
kips@lycos.com 
 



 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oregon State Fair Wine Amateur Wine Competition Mee ting 
November 11, 2008, Thirst Wine Bar 

 
 
Elaine Lisle, OSF Wine Competition Coordinator, met with a dozen winemakers from Portland and Salem to discuss 
the wine competition and get suggestions for the future competitions. She expressed appreciation for all the email 
feedback submitted to her previously. Some of the information and ideas covered at the meeting are listed below. 
 
Wine judging : 
  
 Chain of command - the bottles of wine submitted by amateur wine makers are immediately numbered with 
codes and stored at 62 degrees in the floral building. Shortly before the judging, the bottles are lined up on tables in 
the floral building (again, at a controlled cool temperature) and glasses are labeled with the codes in front of each 
bottle. These glasses are brought to the judges, who have the codes printed on sheets and in front of them on the 
master scoring sheet. So there is no chance that the wines could be confused with one another.  
 Judges are glad to re-taste any wines submitted.  Feel free to take your wine to the winery of the judges 
participating and ask for their help. They are participating because they want to help amateur winemakers.  
   
Judge Selection: 
 
 Professional wine makers preferred as judges by the  group. Because the feedback is so important to 
the amateur winemakers, they felt that only professional winemakers could give the notes that are necessary. It was 
requested that the judges use more technical terms to describe problems as well as give more detailed feedback. 
Possibly the judges could be given a training session with the “faults and flaws” kit as a refresher course in terms as 
a part of the selection process. 
 Submit names of preferred judges. Amateur winemakers are encouraged to submit names to Elaine Lisle 
of professional winemakers that they would like to have as judges for the Oregon State Fair Amateur Wine 
Competition.   
 
Website: 
  

Website for the competition. A representative for a professional wine competition software developer is 
talking with Elaine about providing services.  

Website for the competitors. Ideas for this website might include a year-around blog, details on the 
judging process and professional winemakers’ feedback and advice. Another idea was a “Sour Grapes” for amateur 
winemakers to give feedback on the competition right after it is over.  

Results of the competition. It was requested that a specific date be given ahead of time that the results of 
the competition would be posted on the site.  
 
Entries: 
 
 The reason for the early submission date is that it takes time for the bottles to be categorized, coded and 
labeled. They are then judged over a two-day period. After the judging the booklet for the Wine Celebration must be 
prepared and published, which takes several weeks.  
 Wine drop-off in Portland. Portland Wine Storage may be able to take wines from winemakers in the 
Portland area for submission to the fair.  
 Information about the whole judging process may be included as a separate sheet in the entry form 
packet. This will include information about collecting ribbons, extra bottles and notes. It was suggested that the 
ribbons be mailed out.  

Fees change. The fees may increase for entries due to costs of the competition.  
 
Wine events: 
 
 Half-price tickets to Celebration Oregon  were applauded as being a welcome perquisite to entering the 
competition.  
 The free Professional Wine Tasting event for the am ateurs  immediately after the judging was another 
popular event. It was suggested that the blue ribbon winners of the Amateur Competition be available to taste at the 
same time. This would require a third bottle to be submitted.  
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It was a privilege and a pleasure  
to be the 2008 WSWC secretary.  
XOXO Luna

 

President’s Musings 
 

 
Seasons Greetings Members! 
 
Well, here it is: the end of another year.  Climatologists are telling us the latest La 
Niña is over, so odds are, we will return to a more normal year for the 2009 vintage.  
Gosh, maybe normal is not such a good thing, since top vintners are telling us how 
this season’s extremely late grape blooms, longer hang times and smaller yields may 
have actually produced one of the best vintages since 1999 (arguably one of the best 
vintages in the region’s short wine-making history)!  Actually, why should we be so 
surprised?  Aren’t we always being told that grapes seem to do best when stressed?! 
 
2008 was special for WSWC members in other ways as well.  Congratulations to our 
members who won a whopping 76 awards at wine-making competitions—including 
the Best in Show at the Washington County Fair and the Newport Seafood and Wine 
Festival!  The year was filled with numerous events for members: two tours of the vital 
NW Viticulture Center and Vineyard led by instructors Barney Watson and Pat 
Lundeen; a tour of the Sokol Blosser winery and vineyard, the Guest Speaker series 
with two winemakers--Rick Mafit of Mystic Wines and Steve Anderson of Eola Hills 
Winery, and the Head of Sustainability at Sokol Blosser, Michael Brown. 
 
The success of any organization depends upon the commitment and skill of its 
leaders and especially its volunteers.  The WSWC never has a shortage of willing 
volunteers.  Thanks to all who volunteered to help with one or more events this year! 
 
It has been an honor and a pleasure to serve this past year as president of one of the 
region’s oldest and largest amateur winemaking organizations.  I was particularly 
fortunate to have served with a strong board of directors.  The backbone of the club 
this year can be summed up in one word: Luna.  As Secretary Extraordinaire, Luna 
Hauser lived and breathed the WSWC nearly every day.  The quality and 
professionalism of her newsletters elevated the stature of this organization.  Our 
treasurer, Bill Spiller, provided critical continuity to the board, since he has served as 
treasurer for a couple of terms.  As our membership swelled over 100 members this 
year, Bill responsibly oversaw the administration of the dues and the club’s new 
liability forms. 
 
Craig and Mindy Bush continued to offer huge, invaluable chunks of their time as well.  
As passionate, insightful and longtime members, the board consulted often with them 
before making important decisions.  Craig continued in his very capable role as 
Tasting Chair, and Mindy tirelessly led not one but two teams of volunteers to pull off 
the lovely Summer Picnic and the now famous Fall Gala of 2008! 
 
I also want to thank Mike Smolak for successfully lining up the Sokol Blosser and 
Chemeketa events, Miriam Schnepf for her help organizing/transporting entries to 
competitions and Rick Kipper for keeping the website content up-to-date.  And I 
especially want to thank Marj Vuylsteke for hosting the Summer Picnic and hosting us 
for yet another year at Oak Knoll for our monthly meetings. 
 
The club will remain in good hands as I hand off the responsibility of club president to 
the energetic Dana Blizzard and Elissa Fenske as secretary.  Bill Spiller will continue 
as treasurer. 
 
Best of luck with your winemaking in the New Year and Happy Holidays! 
 
Don Robinson 
President, Westside Wine Club 
971-219-1553 
 



 

 
 
 

 
Members who provided delightful snacks in 2008: 

Jack Seigendall 
Craig and Mindy Bush 
Don Hoffard and John Hooson 
Gene Lynard 
Raine and Francois Serrou  
 

Steve Simmons 
Dana Blizzard and Elissa Fenske 
Bill and Jane Spiller 
Ken and Barbara Stinger 
Jon Kahrs and Don Robinson 
 

President:  Don Robinson  don_robinson_pdx@yahoo.com 971-219-1553 
o Set agenda for the year 
o Establish leadership team 
o Assure that objectives for the year are met 
o Set up and run meetings  

 
Treasurer:  Bill Spiller  nrac@msn.com 

o Collect dues and fees, update membership list with secretary 
o Pay bills 
 

Secretary:  Luna Hauser  Hauserwine@comcast.net 
o Communicate regularly about club activities and issues 
o Monthly newsletter on first Wednesday 
o Prepare meeting agenda 
o Keep nametags, updated list of members, and other data 
o Club message board 
o Assign members to bring snacks 

 
Webmaster: David Ladd  
Web Content Editor: Rick Kipper  
 
Chairs of Group Purchases 

 The chairperson makes the arrangements to purchase, collect, and distribute. 
o Chandler Reach Vineyard – Mike Fredd Split_cane@netzero.net 
o   Del Rio Vineyard – Craig Bush  pnoir1@verizon.net- CANCELLED 
o   Supplies – These should be passed to the President for distribution 

 
Chairperson of Education:  Don Robinson  don_robinson_pdx@yahoo.com 

o    Arrange speakers for our meetings 
 
Chairs for Tastings:  Craig Bush  pnoir1@verizon.net  

o Conduct club tastings 
o Review and improve club tasting procedures 

 
Chairs of Winery Tours:  Mike Smolak  SmolakM@DimensionResources.com  

o Select wineries to visit 
o Arrange tours 
o Cover logistics (food and money) 
o Winery Tour 1 – Chemeketa 
o Winery Tour 2 – Sokol Blosser 
 

 Chairs for Social Events:  Mindy Bush 
o Summer picnic – Oak Knoll Craig and Mindy Bush  pnoir1@verizon.net 
o    Awards Gala – PWS Craig and Mindy Bush  pnoir1@verizon.net  
o    Holiday Party – PWS Don Robinson, Mindy Bush, Dana Blizzard and Elissa Fenske  

 
Chairwoman of Competitions:  Miriam Schnepf  

o Work with Washington County Fair staff 
o Encourage club participation in County Fair 
o President will be the contact for the Oregon State Fair. 

 

Thank you West Side Wine Club 
2008 Leadership Team! 


